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For questions you can either raise your hand or type them in the 
Zoom chat box.

Q&A Instructions

All attendees will be muted upon joining the meeting. Please stay 
muted until you are called on by the panel.

Computer Phone Phone



Meeting Agenda

• Context Sensitive Solution (CSS) Process

• Stakeholder Involvement Plan 

• Community Advisory Group 

• Preliminary Crash Analysis

• Traffic Volumes

• Project Purpose & Problems Statement 

• Previous Preliminary Design Concepts

• Question & Answer

• CSS / Public Involvement Schedule

• Closing Comments



What is Context Sensitive Solutions?

“CSS is an interdisciplinary approach that seeks effective, multi-
modal transportation solutions by working with stakeholders to
develop, build, and maintain cost-effective transportation facilities
that fit into and reflect the project’s surroundings - its “context.”

“Through early, frequent and meaningful communication with
stakeholders, and a flexible and creative approach to design, the
resulting projects should improve safety and mobility for the
traveling public, while seeking to preserve and enhance the scenic,
economic, historic and natural qualities of the settings through
which they pass.”



Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) Process 



Stakeholder Involvement Plan (SIP)

• Identify project stakeholders

• SIP goals and objectives

• Explain stakeholder involvement

• Establish ground rules

• Provide schedule for the 
stakeholder involvement process

• Updated and maintained on the 
project website



SIP Ground Rules

• Input from all participants in the process is valued and considered.

• The role of the stakeholders is to advise the Project Study Group (PSG), 
which will make the ultimate decisions on this project.  A consensus of 
stakeholders on project choices is sought, but the ultimate decisions 
remain in the hands of the PSG and IDOT.

• Consensus is defined as a majority of the stakeholders in agreement, 
with the minority agreeing that their input was duly considered.

• All participants must come to the process with an open mind and 
participate openly and honestly.

• All participants must treat each other with respect and dignity.

• The project must progress at a reasonable pace, based on the original 
project schedule.



SIP Ground Rules

• The list of stakeholders is subject to revision at any time events 
warrant.

• Minutes of all stakeholder and community advisory group 
meetings will be maintained by the PSG, with the content subject 
to stakeholders' review.

• All decisions made by IDOT must be arrived at in a clear and 
transparent manner, with the goal of seeking stakeholder 
consensus thereon.

• Members of the media are welcome in all stakeholder meetings, 
but must remain in the role of observers, not participants in the 
process.



Community Advisory Group (CAG)

What/Who is the CAG?

• Group of stakeholders

• Representative of diverse community
cross section and interests

• Alternate members

Responsibilities of CAG members

• Provide direct and focused input about 
community and stakeholder issues

• Build consensus on key project milestones

• Attend & participate in CAG meetings

• Adhere to the Ground Rules

• Public record of all participants on website



Community Advisory Group (CAG)

At each CAG meeting, detailed engineering and technical 
information will be presented by the PSG. The CAG will function 
as a community liaison or pipeline between IDOT and the public.

During CAG meetings, the committee will only discuss and 
address issues related to the concerns and values of the users 
and community at large.  Issues concerning individual interests 
and impacts will not be addressed by the CAG.  These issues can 
be directly addressed to IDOT outside of the CAG meetings.



CAG Organization

• Committee Name
Mt. Vernon Interchange at IL 15 Community Advisory Group

• Communications 
Project Study Group will maintain contact with the committee throughout the 

preliminary study phase 



Project Purpose

The purpose of the Mt. Vernon Interchange at IL Route 15 

Preliminary Engineering Study is to increase capacity and 

improve safety on all roadway segments for all users 

throughout the project limits.



Preliminary Crash Analysis

• 2015 to 2019 crash data

• Crashes on IL 15 and interchange ramps

• Graph collision type for entire corridor



Crash Data
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Traffic Volumes



• Help define purpose for project

• Ensure community representation in CSS process

• Overall assessment of infrastructure needs

Community Context Audit – Poll Questions



As you travel along the existing IL Route 15 corridor, 

what do you see as the main challenges near the I-57/64 

interchange? (Click all that apply)

Poll Question #1

Poll Question #2

What improvements should be considered to reduce the 

challenges identified above? (Click all that apply)



Poll Question #3

What regional activities or future development in the 

area do you think could impact selection of the preferred 

improvements? (Click all that apply)



Poll Question #4

What safety concerns have you observed within the IL 

Route 15 corridor? (Click all that apply)



• Identify transportation problems that can and should be 
solved by the project

• Problem statement is needed to development the project 
Purpose & Need

• Consider results of poll questions

• Need consensus from group 

What is the Problem Statement?



Previously Identified Preliminary Interchange Concepts

“Walk-Through” of Previous Concepts

Concept A = Additional Ramp Turn Lanes

Concept B = Partial Cloverleaf with Parallel Exit CD Road

Concept C-1 = Diverging Diamond Interchange at IL 15 (on existing alignment)

Concept C-2 = Diverging Diamond Interchange at IL 15 (on new alignment)

Concept D-1 = Single Point Urban Interchange at IL 15 (on existing alignment)

Concept D-2 = Single Point Urban Interchange at IL 15 (on new alignment)



Concept A = Additional Ramp Turn Lanes 









Concept C-2 Traffic Simulation







Concept D-1 Traffic Simulation



Q & A

Your feedback is important to us. For questions you can either 

raise your hand or type them in the Zoom chat box.



CSS / Public Involvement Schedule

*Schedule subject to change



Closing Comments

1. Next CAG Meeting will be held in Spring 2021

2. PSG will present detailed project alternatives for evaluation

3. Additional Comments can be submitted on comment sheets 

or via project website:  

https://projectmeetingonline.com/mt-vernon-interchange-at-il-

15/

https://projectmeetingonline.com/mt-vernon-interchange-at-il-15/

