
DeKalb County cordially welcomes you to the Public Meeting regarding the proposed 
intersection improvements at Plank Road, North Grove Road, and Lindgren Road in the 
City of Sycamore. This project is being handled independently from the Plank Road 
Realignment study and is on a separate timeline for improvements. We appreciate 
your presence at this meeting and look forward to receiving your valuable feedback.
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The purpose of today’s meeting is to review the purpose and need for the project and 
the proposed improvements.  Additionally,, general information about roundabouts 
will be provided.  In the adjoining room, more detailed information will be available for 
your review, and study team members will be present to answer any questions you 
may have.
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This presentation covers the intersection's history, general project information, the 
project's purpose and need, and the proposed roundabout improvement. It includes 
general information about roundabouts and resources for more details. Shared use 
path and sidewalk improvements will be discussed in detail. A temporary detour of 
North Grove Road will be explained.  Information on the Cost, Funding and Schedule 
will be presented.  Finally, next steps will be outlined.
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This intersection was originally established as a three-leg 
intersection in 2006, with North Grove Road forming the third 
leg as part of the North Grove Crossings subdivision. In 2010, 
Lindgren Road was relocated approximately 500 feet east on 
Plank Road to consolidate two three-leg intersections into a 
single four-leg intersection. The current configuration 
operates under two-way stop control, with Plank Road 
remaining free-flowing. An existing eastbound right turn lane 
accommodates the high volume of students being picked up 
and dropped off at North Grove Elementary School during 
peak travel hours. The Highway Department has been 
monitoring the intersection for several years due to crash 
incidents and complaints regarding delays on the sidestreet. 
A traffic signal warrant analysis conducted by the Highway 
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Department, using the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices, concluded that a traffic signal is not justified at this 
location. Consequently, the Highway Department initiated a 
Phase 1 study through the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) process to evaluate potential 
improvements and to secure federal funding.
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This project is being studied with local funds in accordance with Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) policies.  This will 
allow for construction to be eligible for state and federal aid.  DeKalb County, IDOT and 
FHWA are members of the project study group, which will collect and analyze data, 
promote partnership, ensure requirements are met, and render the final decisions.
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Analyze Alternatives

Avoid Environmental Resources if 
reasonably possible

Minimize Impacts if resources 
cannot be avoided Mitigate Impacts if unavoidable

Collect Data

Environmental Surveys Compliance with Environmental Regulations

Initiate Project

Develop the Purpose and Need Begin Coordination Develop Alternatives

The existing environmental conditions within the project area and any environmental 
impacts are being studied in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969. Federal requirements and IDOT policies require a detailed analysis of potential 
impacts to the natural, social, and built environments. NEPA facilitates an open and 
transparent study process. 
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Roadway projects are typically implemented in three distinct phases. The Phase One 
Study includes preliminary engineering & environmental studies. During this phase, 
issues and concerns are identified; solutions are proposed; and the public is engaged. 
Phase Two Design includes contract plan preparation and land acquisition.  Phase 
Three is the construction phase, which is the most visible to the public.  This phase 
typically includes Utility Relocation in addition to roadway construction. This project is 
currently in phase one.
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The purpose of the project is to enhance vehicular safety and mobility, provide 
connectivity for cyclists and pedestrians and to maintain system linkage.  The 
intersection and adjacent curve to the southwest has a crash rate over twice the 
statewide average.  The Lindgren Road approach to the intersection has significant 
delays in the AM peak hour.  There is no infrastructure for bicyclists and pedestrians to 
cross Plank Road.  The intersection is a vital connection for the existing and future 
adjacent land uses to safely and efficiently access the arterial highway system and its 
linkage must be maintained.
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Three intersection control alternatives were assessed: an all-way stop, a traffic signal, 
and a single lane roundabout. All could accommodate bicycles and pedestrians. The 
all-way stop would cause significant delays and backups on Plank Road, so it was not 
chosen. The traffic signal does not meet the MUTCD requirements and would not 
address high speeds on the curve to the southwest, so it was not selected. The single 
lane roundabout effectively addresses capacity and safety issues.
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The roundabout consists of a single circulating lane with single lane exits and entries.  
Raised curb splitter islands are included on all approaches with longer islands on 
Plank Road, the higher speed route.  The center island will be landscaped with the 
outside edges being mountable with a truck apron.  The intersection has been 
designed to accommodate all the existing traffic including multi-unit trucks and farm 
implements.  Intersection lighting is provided on the approaches as well as the 
circulating lane.  
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Roundabouts offer several benefits over stop control or traffic signals. Safety is 
enhanced due to lower speeds and fewer right-angle collisions, with fewer conflict 
points than traditional intersections. They improve traffic flow with yield-controlled 
approaches, reducing stops and delays. For pedestrians, median splitter islands 
shorten walking distances and manage one direction of traffic at a time. 
Environmentally, roundabouts reduce emissions, fuel use, noise, and improve air 
quality. 
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Path connections will be made from North Grove Crossings Subdivision to North Grove 
Elementary School and Sycamore Creek Subdivision.  A future shared use path is 
planned on the south side of Plank Road and accommodations will be made at the 
intersection.  A sidewalk on the west side of National Street will be completed.  
Crosswalks and ramps will be completed at the intersection of National Street at 
Republic Avenue.
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TEMPORARY CLOSURE

To simplify and expedite construction, as well as reduce construction costs, the North 
Grove Road approach to the intersection will be closed during construction.  Traffic 
will be detoured to Alden Drive and Luther Lowell Lane to access Plank Road.  The 
Lindgren Road approach is not anticipated to be closed during construction due to 
circuitous travel routes of nearly 7 miles of detour for Sycamore Creek Subdivision and 
North Grove Elementary School.
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The improvements are anticipated to cost approximately $2.5 million and may have 
additional temporary pavement costs necessary to keep Lindgren Road open during 
construction. In September of 2024, the project was awarded approximately $2.5 
million in Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds, which are federal 
highway funds administered through the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).
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The Phase 1 study for this project started in late 2023 and is expected to be approved 
in early 2025.  The Phase 2 design began in mid-2024 and land acquisition is expected 
to start in early 2025.  Phase 2 is expected to end in mid to late 2025.  Phase 3 
Construction is expected to have notice to proceed at the end of 2025 with 
construction beginning in the Spring of 2026 and concluding at the end of 2026.
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The next study step includes incorporating today’s public meeting comments into the 
report, submitting the Final Report to IDOT, and attaining design and NEPA approval.  
After obtaining approval, the land acquisition can begin while construction documents 
are being prepared.
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In the next room, you’ll be able to review maps and poster boards and meet the 
project study team.  Please feel free to ask any questions regarding the presentation or 
the additional materials. We would greatly appreciate any input you could provide on 
the study.  Comment forms are available or comments can be submitted on the 
project website. We ask that you provide your input by December 5th to become part 
of the official public meeting record.  Your input will be accepted at any time during 
the study.
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Thank you for attending today’s public information meeting and taking an active role in 
the planning process. Please continue your visit in the adjoining room. This 
presentation will begin again in 3 minutes.
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Thank you for attending today’s public information meeting and taking an active role in 
the planning process. This presentation will begin again in 2 minutes.
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Thank you for attending today’s public information meeting and taking an active role in 
the planning process. This presentation will begin again in 1 minute.
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