INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue PHONE: (855) 463-6848 Mike Braun, Governor

Room N758-ES (855) INDOT4U Kent Abernathy, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

February 10, 2025

Kari Carmany-George

Environmental Program Manger
Federal Highway Administration

575 N. Pennsylvania Street, Room 254
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Ms. Carmany-George,

The INDOT proposes to finalize the environmental review process for the following project:

Des: 1901890 (Primary), 1801311, 1901891, 1901893, 2000955, 2000956, 2101150, 2101193, 2101163, 2101165,
2201172

Route: US Route 30 (US 30)

County and Location: Allen County, IN

Pursuant to 40 CFR, Part 1500.4(q) and paragraph 5 of the Department of Transportation (DOT) Order 5610.1C
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, CMT is requesting review of the enclosed Finding
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) request packet for the above referenced project. This information packet includes the
following documentation:

e Attachment A - Approved Environmental Assessment (Text Only)

e Attachment B - Graphics

e Attachment C — Public Hearing Documentation and Comment Responses
e Attachment D — Resource Agency Correspondence

e Attachment E — Resource Agency Comment Responses

e Attachment F — Project Changes After EA Approval

e Attachment G — Project Commitments and Supporting Information

Project Location

The US 30 Corridor project is located in Allen County, Indiana. It is located along US 30 west of Fort Wayne, Indiana,
from just west of Stahlhut Road to just east of Kroemer Road. From west to east, it includes the intersections of US 30
with Stahlhut Road, O’Day Road, Flaugh Road, and Kroemer Road. The project also includes the intersections of Flaugh
Road and Kroemer Road with West California Road, which parallels US 30 on the south, and includes the local roads
connecting those intersections to each other and to US 30. Location maps are included in Attachment B. Specific
locations along each roadway include the following:

e US 30 from 730 feet west of Stahlhut Road to 1,693 feet east of Kroemer Road

e Kroemer Road from 200 feet north of US 30 to 550 feet south of California Road

e (California Road from Flaugh Road to 430 feet east of Kroemer Road

e Flaugh Road from 505 feet south of California Road to Washington Center Road, including an offset west of
the existing alignment at US 30



e (O’Day Road from 1,250 feet south to 1,250 feet north of US 30
e Stahlhut Road from 345 feet south to 345 feet north of US 30

Project Description

The purpose of the project is to reduce congestion and improve safety along the US 30 corridor between US 33 and
Stahlhut Road by reducing vehicle crash rates along US 30 and improving intersection and mainline levels of service
(LOS) on US 30. The project will construct a new diverging diamond interchange carrying Flaugh Road over US 30. The
interchange will be offset west from the existing intersection of US 30 and Flaugh Road to avoid impacts to existing
development, and will include a trail across the interchange overpass to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists.

The existing signalized intersection at US 30 and Kroemer Road will be converted to a right in-right out (RIRO)
intersection with eastbound and westbound acceleration lanes. To maintain local access across US 30 for emergency
vehicles, school transportation, and farm vehicles, a new overpass will carry O’'Day Road over US 30. Access to US 30
will be removed at Stahlhut Road; cul-de-sacs will be constructed north and south of US 30 on Stahlhut Road. The
project is expected to improve the LOS on US 30 through the corridor to a minimum of C.

Roundabouts will be constructed at the intersections of West California Road with Flaugh Road and Kroemer Road to
accommodate vehicles traveling to the interchange from Kroemer Road, and the local roads will be improved with
sidewalks. A full description of the project may be found in the approved Environmental Assessment (EA) at
Attachment A-12. Graphics describing the project are included as Attachment B. The project is located in the State
Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) at Appx C NIRCC pages 99-100, modified by the following amendments: STIP
M24-01 Approved Amendment page 1, STIP M24-36 Approved Amendment page 1, STIP M24-57 Approved
Amendment page 1, and STIP M24-65 Approved Amendment page 1.

Approved Environmental Assessment

Minor errors were discovered in the text of the approved EA and have been addressed by an errata sheet included
with the EA in Attachment A-1. Several changes were made to the project after the EA was approved, and are
discussed in the Project Changes After EA Approval section below.

Public Hearing and Comment Response

The approved EA was released for public involvement by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on August 28,
2024 (Attachment A-2). INDOT advertised the availability of the EA on its website on September 5, 2024. The public
hearing notice and notice of availability of the EA were available in both English (Attachment C-2) and Spanish
(Attachment C-5). The meeting was advertised in English in The Journal Gazette on September 6 and 13, 2024 and
posted on the newspaper’s website on the same days as the notice was published in the newspaper (Attachment C-8).
The Spanish-language notice was published on El Puente (www.webelpuente.com), a local Spanish-language
publication’s website, on September 12, 2024 (Attachment C-10). The public hearing notice and notice of availability
of the EA was mailed to local property owners and emailed to resource agencies and local, state, and Federal officials
on September 9, 2024 (contact list at Attachment C-16). The meeting was also advertised in the following online
locations:

e INDOT news release sent on September 16, 2024 (Attachment C-40)

e INDOT Northeast X (Twitter) and Facebook account notices posted September 17 and 23, 2024 (Attachment C-
42 through C-43)

e WANE 15 (www.wane.com, a local news source), announcement published on September 23, 2024
(Attachment C-44)

The public comment period was from September 6, 2024 to October 7, 2024. During the public comment period, a
formal public hearing was held. The public hearing was held at Sweetwater Sound, Conference Room 1, on September
24, 2024. A total of 105 people attended the hearing; sign-in sheets are provided in Attachment C-46. Copies of the


http://www.webelpuente.com/
http://www.wane.com/

meeting handouts are provided in Attachment C-56, and exhibits and the presentation and its transcript are provided
in Attachment C-63. All materials from the meeting were posted on the project website:
https://projectmeetingonline.com/us-30-corridor-study/. The Post and Mail (www.thepostandmail.com) published an
article about the hearing on September 24, 2024.

A total of 24 comment letters or cards, emails, voice messages, and verbal comments at the hearing were received
during the public comment period (Attachment C-133). This includes eleven verbal comments from the public hearing
(Attachment C-153). Comments from the public were focused on the following topics:

e Concern over safety and transportation facility sufficiency in the project corridor and in the area surrounding
the project

e Concern over the ability of semi-trailers to negotiate the proposed roundabouts and other improvements

e Concern over business access, including to/from US 30 along Kroemer Road

e Suggestion of other alternatives and/or comments regarding project cost

e Request for bike lanes or trails on Kroemer Road and/or California Road

e Concern over property-specific impacts of the project

A copy of all responses to public comments is included in Attachment C-160. No new substantive concerns were
identified within the public comments. The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) provided the certification
of public involvement on October 31, 2024 (Attachment C-1).

Resource Agency Correspondence and Comment Responses

On September 9, 2024, resource agencies were contacted regarding the availability of the EA for comment
(Attachment D-1).

On October 4, 2024, USEPA provided comments in the areas of environmental justice, greenhouse gases and climate
change, wetlands, streams, and aquatic resources, water quality, mitigations, and interagency coordination. Their
comments are provided in Attachment D-8 and INDOT’s responses are provided beginning at Attachment E-1; key
comments are summarized below. This analysis was performed for this project prior to the issuance of recent
Executive Orders (EO) from January 2025, including EO 14154, EO 14148, and EO 14173. As such, this analysis is
included for transparency but is no longer applicable to the impacts analysis for federal projects and this impact was
not considered in the federal decision.

e USEPA noted that EJScreen provides additional methods of evaluating environmental justice (EJ) and should
serve as a resource for identifying communities with EJ concerns. INDOT reviewed EJScreen data in 2021 and
2023, although the data were not reported in the EA because they were not part of INDOT policies and
guidelines and because they had not revealed areas of concern. These comments are not applicable.

e Inresponse to USEPA comments, INDOT reviewed current EJScreen data, which identified the area north of US
30 and east of Flaugh Road as having a relatively high Supplemental Index for toxic air releases. However,
while the project may temporarily increase emissions of air pollutants during construction, when construction
is done these emissions will cease. Operational emissions are likely to reduce slightly due to a reduction in
idling and stop-start actions. On this basis, the project is not expected to contribute to a disproportionate and
adverse effect on the population in question, either directly, indirectly or cumulatively, and the conclusions of
the Approved EA are not changed. These comments are not applicable.

e USEPA recommended identifying measures to ensure meaningful community engagement, minimize adverse
community impacts, and avoid disproportionate impacts to communities with EJ concern. As discussed in the
Approved EA and demonstrated by the robust public response to the project’s open houses and hearing and
the subsequent adjustments in the project description to address concerns identified by commenters, INDOT
has made efforts to implement these goals. These comments are not applicable.

e USEPA commented on INDOT'’s efforts to reach a potential Spanish-speaking population in the area and
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questioned whether translation of project materials into additional languages was indicated by demographic
data regarding limited English proficiency (LEP). INDOT notes that in all cases and over multiple years, the LEP
populations identified in ACS data were small in number and that the margins of error for these categories
were larger than the number of persons reported. Rather than translate materials into multiple languages,
INDOT prepared for persons speaking other languages by offering a language card at the sign-in table during
public involvement to assist in identifying language needs for follow-up. These comments are not applicable.
USEPA presented a number of comments on the analysis of greenhouse gases (GHG) in relation to reduction
targets and climate change; these comments are not applicable:

0 The Approved EA presented an analysis of GHG emissions based on vehicle miles traveled (VMT),
which showed a slight increase in GHG emissions because of the slightly greater VMT in the revised
road network created by the project. The model did not allow consideration of benefits created by
improved LOS and decreased starting/stopping, which are expected to reduce overall GHG emissions
following construction.

0 USEPA questioned the methods used to calculate GHG emissions for the project. The evaluation
followed USEPA guidance, but the results were presented in CO3. rather than metric tons of emissions,
which was appropriate under guidance at the time the calculations were performed. The results were
also calculated in metric tons at the time of the evaluation. Tables showing the results in metric tons
are provided in the response to the USEPA comments in Attachment C-10.

0 The project is aligned with INDOT’s Carbon Reduction Strategy and includes sidewalks along California
Road and a multi-use path that crosses the Flaugh Road overpass, which is aligned with the selected
transportation sector measures in the Indiana Priority Climate Action Plan. Indiana has not set
statewide carbon reduction goals.

USEPA also requested comments on consistency with planning for the effects of changing climate conditions
such as increased temperature extremes and frequency and severity of storm events. While the U.S. Climate
Resilience Toolkit Climate Explorer indicates only slight increases in the number of days per year with a
maximum temperature of 105°F (0.8 days/year vs a baseline of 0) and the number of days with >2 inches of
precipitation (0.2 days/year vs a baseline of 0.1; both graphs included in Attachment C-23), the project has
taken steps to prepare for extreme precipitation events. Detention areas have been sized to reduce the
volume of stormwater released from the project area in order to restrict the volume of water downstream
during extreme rainfall. These comments are not applicable.

INDOT provided more detailed information now available regarding project permitting (Section 401/404,
Indiana Isolated Wetland Permit, IDNR Construction in a Floodplain, NPDES Construction General Permit) in
response to USEPA’s request for a more detailed discussion of alternatives to wetland and stream impacts.
In response to USEPA’s request for implementation of measures on their Construction Emission Control
Checklist, INDOT determined that multiple measures that were requested are addressed by Indiana Design
Manual (IDM) items 101.23, 104.05, 107.08 and 107.09. The measures are included in the For Further
Consideration project commitments and INDOT specifications will be followed in implementing these items.

On October 10, 2024, USFWS requested an extension of the agency comment period. On October 17, 2024, INDOT
extended the comment period deadline to November 4, 2024. On October 30, 2024, USFWS responded that they have
no additional comments on the proposed project. The previously identified environmental commitments will remain
part of the project. The correspondence with USFWS is provided beginning at Attachment D-22.

No other resource agency comments were received.

Project Changes After EA Approval

After the EA was released for public comment, several changes and adjustments were made to the project. Two of the
resulting additions to the environmental study area require no additional review because they will not impact
environmental resources:



HMA Wedge Area West of US 30 Bridges over Seegar Ditch: At the eastbound and westbound bridges over Seegar
Ditch, west of the intersection of US 30 with O’Day Road, the environmental study area was extended west
approximately 120 feet from the previous western limit to accommodate placement of HMA (hot melt asphalt) Wedge
& Level. This work is entirely within the existing pavement and median of US 30. In a meeting on October 30, 2024,
INDOT CRO determined that this area does not require additional investigation or consultation. Because the
additional study area will continue to be used and maintained as it currently is, there will be no community impacts
associated with this adjustment.

California Road ROW Reacquisition Adjustment: Along California Road east and west of Kroemer Road and along US
30 east of Kroemer Road, the environmental study area has been adjusted due to minor differences between design
plans and GIS mapping of the project. The adjustment adds between five and twelve feet of width to the
environmental study area that was originally mapped in GIS applications, but does not change the width of the
reacquired right of way as shown throughout project development on the project plans. The area is already being
maintained as right of way and contains mowed lawn and overhead utilities along both sides of the roadway.

It is standard practice for CMT field personnel to map natural resources immediately adjacent to the environmental
study area. No such natural resources were identified in this area during any site visit. In a meeting on October 30,
2024, INDOT CRO determined that these areas were adequately addressed by the previous investigations and do not
require additional investigation or consultation. Because the additional study area will continue to be used and
maintained as it currently is, there will be no community impacts associated with this adjustment.

The third and fourth changes are adjustments to the project design. The following is a description of each change and
its identified environmental impacts.

Flaugh Road Northern Tie-In: North of US 30, the point at which the new alignment of Flaugh Road ties into the
existing alignment has been moved south and slightly east. The original tie-in was to the existing alignment of Flaugh
Road just south of the intersection of Flaugh Road and Washington Center Road, approximately 2,640 feet north of
US 30. The revised tie-in will be to a point even with the northern entry drive of the Amazon fulfillment center at 5155
Flaugh Road, approximately 1,620 feet north of US 30. A roundabout will be constructed at this location, with the
north and south legs of the roundabout connecting to the existing Flaugh Road, the east leg connecting to the Amazon
driveway, and the west leg connecting to the newly constructed Flaugh Road and its interchange with US 30.

At the tie-in, the roundabout and its west, north, and south legs will lie entirely within the previously studied area. The
east leg will extend approximately 85 feet east outside the previous environmental study area along the Amazon entry
driveway, entirely within disturbed land covered with pavement and lawn/landscaping.

Streams, Rivers, and Other Jurisdictional Features: Between the time that CMT performed fieldwork and initiated
permitting for the US 30 Corridor project and the time that the northern tie-in location was shifted, the Amazon
Fulfillment Center was proposed, developed, and put into operation. Two wetlands and a connecting swale
identified during CMT's fieldwork were filled by the Amazon development as part of reconstructing Flaugh Road
and constructing a roadside ditch, new culverts under Flaugh Road and a new detention basin. The wetlands had
been proposed for permitting under the USACE Section 401/404 permit for the project. Before-and-after aerial
photographs of the tie-in area with the resource locations shown are included in Attachment F-4. Because these
resources were filled by Amazon, they will not be impacted by the northern roundabout. A culvert identified by
CMT’s fieldwork was replaced by Amazon during development activities with three new culvert pipes, which will
not be disturbed by construction of the northern tie-in. The minor change in the project’s impacts to wetlands due
to Amazon’s activities is quantified in “Project Impacts to the Environment” below.

Terrestrial Habitat: Outside of existing pavement, the area affected by the northern tie-in is primarily cropland,
with limited areas maintained as lawn at the proposed roundabout location. The minor change in area of impacts
is quantified in “Project Impacts to the Environment” below.



Protected Species: No additional trees will be removed to construct the roundabout and associated roadway, and
therefore the changes will not alter the project’s existing USFWS consultation finding of May Affect, Not Likely to
Adversely Affect Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. No habitat for other protected species is present at this
location.

Farmland: As quantified in the Project Impacts section below, the revised northern tie-in will reduce the acreage
of farmland converted as part of the project when compared to the original proposal. The changes will not alter
the project’s existing NRCS consultation finding of no significant loss of prime, unique, statewide, or local
important farmland.

Cultural Resources: The archaeological surveys performed for the project contained all of the proposed northern
roundabout with the exception of the eastern leg, which extends along the northern Amazon entrance drive.
Previous archaeological surveys found no archaeological resources within the environmental study area in the
vicinity of the proposed relocated northern tie-in. A description of the changes was provided to INDOT Cultural
Resources Office (CRO) on December 12, 2024. INDOT CRO notified the Consulting Parties of the minor project
changes on January 3, 2025. The 30-day comment period will end on February 2, 2025.

Air Quality: There is no substantive difference in air quality impacts, either in construction or during operations,
between the previously proposed tie-in location and the revised tie-in location. The difference in vehicle path
length is approximately 150 feet and northern Flaugh Road is anticipated to carry an AADT of fewer than 1,000
vehicles in the design year, according to daily movement forecasts prepared for the interchange. Construction of
the revised tie-in will not require substantively different equipment hours or materials than originally expected.

Community Impacts: The revised location of the northern tie-in will not alter the ability of community members to
travel through the roadway corridor, nor will it alter the community’s ability to access any property when
compared to the original proposal. Pedestrian and bicycle facilities proposed with the original proposal will
continue to be provided, and no alternatives for future facilities that were available with the original proposal will
be eliminated with this change. The revised northern tie-in will impact the same properties impacted by the
original proposal. No noise-sensitive receptors are located near the revised tie-in alignment. As a result, no
substantive changes to community impacts or environmental justice are expected as a result of this change.

Flaugh Road/California Road Roundabout: At the intersection of Flaugh Road and California Road, the center point of
the proposed roundabout has been moved west approximately 45 feet to reduce impacts on the Suburban Bethlehem
Lutheran School’s southwest parking lot, located in the northeast quadrant of the intersection. This change was
proposed during public involvement by both the owner of the land onto which the roundabout was shifted and
representatives of the school. All portions of the roundabout and associated work will lie within the previously studied
area.

Streams, Rivers, and Other Jurisdictional Features: No streams, rivers, or wetlands are located in the vicinity of the
original and revised roundabout locations. A drainage swale flows northward from Wetland AG, located directly
south of the south end of the project, along the east side of Flaugh Road south of California Road, entering a
culvert at the southeast corner of the existing intersection. The culvert continues north along the east side of
Flaugh Road and outlets at Wetland Q adjacent to the northern Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran Church parking lot,
approximately 310 feet north of the northern tie-in of the roundabout to existing Flaugh Road. Impacts to
Wetlands Q and AG will not change as a result of the shift in roundabout location.

Terrestrial Habitat: The area outside of existing pavement is primarily cropland for both the former and the new
roundabout alignment. The minor change in area of impacts is quantified in “Project Impacts to the Environment”

below.

Protected Species: No additional trees will be removed to construct the relocated roundabout and associated



roadway, and therefore the changes will not alter the project’s existing USFWS consultation finding of May Affect,
Not Likely to Adversely Affect Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. No habitat for other protected species is
present at this location.

Farmland: The quantity of farmland affected by the revised roundabout alignment is nearly identical to that
affected by the original alignment. The small increase in farmland impacts, quantified in “Project Impacts to the
Environment” below, will not alter the project’s existing NRCS consultation finding of no significant loss of prime,
unique, statewide, or local important farmland.

Cultural Resources: The combined boundary of the archaeological surveys performed for the project contains the
shifted Flaugh-California roundabout alighment. Previous archaeological surveys found no archaeological
resources in the vicinity of the proposed roundabout and roadway. A description of the changes was provided to
INDOT Cultural Resources Office (CRO) on December 12, 2024. INDOT CRO notified the Consulting Parties of the
minor project changes on January 3, 2025. The 30-day comment period ended on February 2, 2025 and no
comments were received.

Air Quality: As with the relocated northern Flaugh Road tie-in to existing local roads, the shift in the location of the
Flaugh-California roundabout will have no substantive effect on air quality impacts of the project.

Community Impacts: The shift in the location of the Flaugh-California roundabout will move traffic away from
Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran School, resulting in fewer impacts to the school’s parking lot and associated access.
The revised roundabout alignment shifts traffic away from noise-sensitive receptors at the Suburban Bethlehem
Lutheran Church and School property and maintains the same distance between traffic and residential receptors
north of the roundabout on Flaugh Road, and therefore will not increase traffic noise at these receptors. All
pedestrian and bicycle facilities previously proposed will be retained, and the traffic patterns adjacent to the
Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran School will remain unchanged, resulting in no substantive effect on the surrounding
community. No substantive changes to community impacts or environmental justice are expected as a result of
this change.

Project Impacts to the Environment

The approved EA reports that the project requires approximately 84 acres of new permanent right-of-way (ROW) and
41.6 acres of ROW reacquisition. Due to design refinements and to the changes discussed in “Project Changes After EA
Approval,” new quantities of ROW acquisition include 82.3 acres of new permanent ROW and 41.6 acres of ROW
reacquisition.

The following impacts to water resources were identified in the EA as a result of the project and will not change as a
result of the project changes after EA approval:

e 785 linear feet (I.f.) of impacts to Seegar Ditch
e 767 If. of impacts to Hitzeman Ditch
e Atotal of 666 |.f. of impacts to three unnamed tributaries to Lowther Neuhaus Ditch

The O’Day Road portion of the project is located in a regulatory floodplain. Substantial impacts to the floodplain have
been predicted in the form of relocation of a portion of Seegar Ditch along O’Day Road and replacement of the
existing 6-foot corrugated metal culvert carrying Hitzeman Ditch under O’Day Road with a 20-foot span by 10-foot rise
concrete box culvert, both due to placement of fill to construct the O’Day Road overpass embankment south of US 30.
The ditch relocation, culvert replacement, and fill placement are all located within or partially within the floodplain. A
hydraulic design study has been performed and an IDNR CIF permit has been obtained for these impacts.

The following impacts to wetlands were identified in the EA as a result of the project. They will not change as a result
of the project changes after EA approval, but are anticipated to be reduced because of the wetland filling that was



performed by Amazon during Amazon’s development of their fulfillment center and improvements to Flaugh Road and
its drainage facilities:

e The approved EA lists 2.543 acres of impacts to wetlands, including 0.754 acre of impacts to palustrine
forested wetlands. Due to Amazon’s activities, new total impacts are anticipated to be 2.538 acres of impacts
to wetlands, including 0.754 acre of impacts to palustrine forested wetlands. INDOT will consult with IDEM
and USACE concerning the impacts of Amazon’s development on permitting for the project.

Applications for a Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401/404 Individual Permit, an IDEM Isolated Wetland Permit, and an
Indiana County Regulated Drain permit are underway and a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Construction Stormwater General Permit has been obtained.

Anticipated tree clearing includes 10.74 acres of temperate deciduous woodland as well as additional small areas of
roadside trees. This impact has not changed as a result of project changes after EA approval. Consultation with USFWS
determined that the project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, Indiana bat and Northern long-eared bat.
Bridge and culvert inspections as recently as August 20, 2024 identified no birds or bats using any structure. USFWS
stated that mitigation for the loss of woodland/potential bat habitat will be necessary at a ratio of 2:1 mitigation for
the loss of non-wetland forest and 4:1 mitigation for the loss of palustrine forested wetlands.

Construction of the project is anticipated to directly impact 0.80 acres of pasture and 6.27 acres of fallowed field;
these impacts have not changed as a result of project changes after EA approval. The approved EA identified 41.49
acres of cropland impacts. The changes to the design of the northern Flaugh Road tie-in reduced cropland impacts by
2.75 acres due to its more compact layout, and the shift in the Flaugh-California roundabout increased cropland
impacts by 0.24 acre due to its shift further into the farmed field west of the existing intersection. As a result, new
total impacts to cropland are 38.98 acres.

Consultation with the USDA NRCS determined that no significant loss of prime, unique, statewide, or local important
farmland will result from this project. Data provided to NRCS via Form NRCS-CPA-106 during the consultation
identified farmland impacts of 122 acres, which included a large area reserved for drainage features. Design
modifications eliminated the need for this area and reduced the size of other areas, resulting in a major reduction to
farmland impacts by the time of the final design. Because INDOT has reduced the impacts of the project on farmland,
the results of the consultation with USDA NRCS are unchanged; the project will not result in significant loss of prime,
unique, statewide, or local important farmland.

A noise analysis of the project identified noise impacts, as defined by FHWA, at the row of residences south of Wald
Road and backing up to US 30 northwest of the intersection of Kroemer Road with US 30. Noise abatement was
analyzed in the form of a barrier modeled along the edge of the US 30 ROW adjacent to the south line of these
properties. A barrier could be designed that reduced noise levels sufficiently to meet INDOT’s and FHWA’s
requirements, but this barrier had a minimum area of 1,310 square feet per benefited receptor and therefore did not
meet INDOT’s economic reasonableness criterion. Reducing the barrier’s square footage to within the required
maximum by lowering its height and/or reducing its length resulted in the barrier’s not meeting the acoustic feasibility
and acoustic reasonableness criteria. Therefore, no barrier is proposed for construction. As noted in the discussion of
project changes after the EA, no increase in noise is expected at sensitive receptors near the Flaugh-California
roundabout and no noise-sensitive receptors are located near the relocated northern Flaugh tie-in.

Public comments identified concerns about the ability of local emergency vehicles, farm vehicles, school
transportation, other local traffic, bicycles and pedestrians to cross the US 30 corridor when the project is complete.
Based on these comments, the O’Day Road overpass was added to accommodate emergency and farm vehicles,
school transportation and local traffic. A trail was added to the Flaugh Road interchange overpass to accommodate
bicycles and pedestrians, and sidewalks were added along California Road. Local residents expressed concerns that
local roads were inadequate to handle the truck traffic expected to use California Road and Flaugh Road to access the



interchange from Kroemer Road businesses. Roundabouts that can accommodate semi trailers were added at the
intersections of Flaugh Road and Kroemer Road with California Road, and these local roads will be improved to
appropriate standards.

Concerns were also expressed over the safety of schoolchildren at Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran School and the
ability of parents to access the property for student pick-up and drop-off. Fencing and trees along the California Road
ROW were added to the project in response, and flashing beacons will be added to the school zone signs for the
school. The roundabout at the intersection of California Road with Flaugh Road will serve as a U-turn for parents
wishing to depart the school property and head east without crossing the westbound California Road traffic. In
addition, a right-turn-only drive will be added to the upper parking lot onto Flaugh Road. As a result of shifting the
Flaugh-California roundabout further west in changes proposed after the EA, the project will have fewer impacts on
the school’s southern parking lot.

No other impacts to natural resources or the human environment were identified.

Project Commitments

A new culvert inspection was performed for the project area on August 20, 2024. No evidence of the presence of bats
or birds was observed. The required date of reinspection in the culvert inspection commitment has been revised.

On November 12, 2024, INDOT Site Assessment and Management (SAM) reviewed the available information regarding
the former truck and tire manufacturing site in the northeast quadrant of the intersection of US 30 and O’Day Road.
INDOT SAM stated that it “found no evidence related to a RCRA generating facility or a truck/tire manufacturing
company. The RFI reference stating, ‘The property’s listing agent indicated via phone conversation that the facility’s
former user was a truck and tire manufacturing company’ may have been misconstrued or improperly identified.
Therefore, a Phase Il investigation is no longer warranted for this site.” Based on INDOT SAM’s comments (Attachment
G-6), EA firm commitment #30, which required a Phase Il investigation, has been removed from the commitments.

In firm commitment #16 in the list in the EA, the surveyed limits of three archaeological sites are to be marked as “Do
Not Disturb” on design plans, among other protections. The archaeological site numbers were listed incorrectly in the
commitment in the EA. The error was discovered when the information was being added to project plans. The correct
archaeological site numbers, as shown in the Indiana State Historic Preservation Office response to submittal of the
second addendum phase la archaeological reconnaissance survey report (Attachment G-8), are 12AL 2341, 12AL2342,
and 12AL2345. The commitment has been revised to reflect the correct numbers. The Indiana SHPO response has
been attached to this document for convenience.

INDOT reviewed the Construction Emission Control Checklist attached to USEPA’s comments on the EA, and
determined that INDOT’s specifications address eleven of these items. These items were added to the project
commitments as for further consideration.

FHWA reviewed the commitments and requested that certain commitments identify the responsible party for carrying
out the commitment. INDOT determined that this requirement would apply to all of the firm commitments. The
language of the firm commitments has been modified to identify the responsible party for each commitment.

A total of 32 firm commitments and 12 commitments for further consideration were included in the approved EA. As
part of this FONSI, the following changes were made:

e Former “for further consideration” commitment #39 regarding size and placement of riprap to provide aquatic
organism habitat was moved to the firm commitments as a result of permit conditions on the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Construction in a Floodway permit.

e One new firm commitment regarding calendar limitations on work in the waterway was added as a result of
the permit conditions.



e One new firm commitment regarding contractor and worker notification of the presence of E. coli in multiple
project area streams was added based on a FHWA comment and RFI findings.
e Former firm commitment #30 regarding a phase Il investigation was removed as described above.

With the 11 added “for further consideration” commitments from USEPA mentioned above, this FONSI contains 34
firm commitments and 22 commitments for further consideration. A revised list of Environmental Commitments is
included in Attachment G.

Upon satisfactory completion of your review of this FONSI request information packet, we would request that FHWA
prepare the necessary FONSI in order to complete the NEPA process. Please contact Adam Burns at (317) 492-9159 or
by email at aburns@cmtengr.com if there are any questions or if additional information is needed.

Sincerely

Andrew Passmore
Team Lead, NEPA Document Review Team
Environmental Services Division, INDOT
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US 30 Corridor Improvements Project

n < : M T (Lead Des. No. 1901890)
Agency Comment Summary and Responses - February 10, 2025

COMMENT NAME/ COMMENT RESPONSE
NO. ORGANIZATION/
COMMENT DATE
Written 1. Page 23 - Structure 604 references conveying water from the median of
comments US 31, not US 30.

2. Page 23 - Structure 606 references conveying water from the median of
US 31, not US 30.

3. Page 23 - Structure 2006 references outletting into “existing UNT3.”
Specify the name of the stream to which this is unnamed tributary #3.

USEPA Interagency Coordination and Responses to Comments A: FHWA and INDOT Other than the USEPA response, the only
October 4, should review and respond to all comments and recommendations received on agency correspondence received was from
2024 the Draft EA. USFWS, which initially requested an
Written extension of the comment response

1. Create an appendix to include all comments received during the Draft EA
comment period, including any applicable transcripts of comments from
the public, and all comment letters received. Provide the actual comment
letters and emails from all government agencies and Tribes.

period. INDOT granted USFWS a two-week
extension of the comment period. Upon
further review, USFWS had no additional
comments on the proposed project.

comments

2. Respond to all comments individually, especially those from government
21. agencies and Tribes. EPA suggests the use of an organized format to
respond to agency and public comments as follows:

This comment disposition represents
INDOT’s and FHWA'’s response to the
USEPA comments. Copies of all agency

a. reproduction of the original comment letter; and comment correspondence are included in

b. numeric sequencing of specific comments and corresponding Attachment C of the FONSI.

responses to those comments.

3. Include all correspondence sent to and received from the resource
agencies regarding the proposed project since publication of the Draft
EA.

C-14
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue PHONE: (855) 463-6848 Eric Holcomb, Governor

Room N758-ES. (855) INDOT4U Michael Smith, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

January 3, 2025

RE: US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and Corridor Project, Des. No. 1901890 (lead), DHPA No. 27543

Dear Consulting Party:

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), proposes to proceed with the US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and Corridor Project,
Des. No. 1901890 (lead), DHPA No. 27543. This letter serves to notify you of minor changes to the
project made since the time of the 800.11(e) Document and Effect Finding (800.11(e) Document) for the
project dated January 19, 2024.

As described in the 800.11(e) Document, the project will install a grade-separated diverging diamond
interchange at the intersection of US Route 30 (US 30) and Flaugh Road, offset west from the existing
alignment of Flaugh Road. Plans for the northern tie-in to the existing alignment of Flaugh Road have
changed. Previously, the tie-in was to be located approximately 2,200 feet north of US 30 and a driveway
was to be constructed to provide access to the Amazon fulfillment center in the northeast quadrant of the
interchange.

The revised plan for the northern tie-in to Flaugh Road calls for a roundabout to be constructed in line
with the existing Flaugh Road alignment at the northern Amazon driveway, with the new Flaugh Road
tie-in as the western leg of the roundabout, existing Flaugh Road as the northern leg, and Amazon’s two
driveways accessed via the eastern and southern legs of the roundabout. The proposed roundabout is
located approximately 1,618 feet north of US 30 within the previously investigated Project Area and Area
of Potential Effects (APE). Previous investigations did not identify cultural resources in this area. A
small extension to the proposed right of way (ROW) will be needed for the eastern leg of the roundabout;
this ROW extension will be located along the existing Amazon entry drive.

Also as described in the 800.11(e) Document, the project will rehabilitate the US 30 westbound and
eastbound bridges over Seegar Ditch (030-02-04409CWBL & 030-02-04409CEBL, respectively) with
bridge deck overlays, filling of full depth cracks on the bridge decks, and replacement of the bridge
approach slabs, as well as placement of riprap on the abutment slopes. The revised plans call for
extending the construction area to the west approximately 120 feet from the previous western limit to
accommodate placement of HMA Wedge & Level. This work is located entirely within the existing
pavement and median of US 30.

Finally, as described in the 800.11(e) Document, the project will construct a roundabout at the
intersection of Flaugh Road with West California Road. The revised plans call for shifting the roundabout
west approximately 45 feet from the previous alignment to reduce impacts on the Suburban Bethlehem
Lutheran Church and School property located in the northeast quadrant of this intersection. The shift will
move the roundabout further into a farmed field. The shifted roundabout is located within the previously
investigated Project Area and APE. Previous investigations did not identify cultural resources in this area.

www.in. gov/_dot/ NextLevel
An Equal Opportunity Employer INDIANA



US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and Corridor Project, Des. No. 1901890 (lead), DHPA No. 27543
December 19, 2024
Page 2

Because all areas associated with these changes either were covered in the previous investigations or are
located within previously disturbed areas under pavement or in the highway median, INDOT’s previous
finding, on behalf of FHWA, of “no adverse effect” remains valid.

Sincerely,

Matthew S. Coon, Manager
Cultural Resources Office
Environmental Services

Attachments-
Aerial Maps with Revised Scope Item Locations

Revised Plan Sheets

Distribution List:
Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer, BMccord@dnr.IN.gov, CSlider@dnr.IN.gov
Fort Wayne Historic Preservation Commission, Creager.Smith@cityoffortwayne.org

Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council, dan.avery@co.allen.in.us
Allen County Commissioners, Richard.beck@allencounty.us; nelson.peters@allencounty.us;
therese.brown(@co.allen.in.us

Allen County Highway Director, bill.hartman@co.allen.in.us

Mayor of Fort Wayne, mayor(@cityoffortwayne.org

Indiana Lincoln Highway Association, Inc., lincolnhighwayassoc.office@yahoo.com
Allen County Historian, tlcastaldi@yahoo.com

Indiana Landmarks — Northeast Regional Office, northeast@indianalandmarks.org
ARCH, Inc., chzuber@archfw.org

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians

Shawnee Tribe

Delaware Tribe of Indians

Forest County Potawatomi Community
Wyandotte Nation

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma

www.in. gov/_dot/ NextLevel
An Equal Opportunity Employer INDIANA
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DNR Indiana Department Mike Braun, Governor
of Natural Resources Alan Morrison, Director

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology - 402 W. Washington Street, W274 - Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739
Phone 317-232-1646 - Fax 317-232-0693 - dhpa@dnr.IN.gov -

January 16, 2025

Matthew S. Coon

Manager, Cultural Resources Office
Indiana Department of Transportation
100 N. Senate Avenue, Room N758-ES
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Federal Agency: Indiana Department of Transportation (“INDOT”),
on behalf of Federal Highway Administration, Indiana Division (“FHWA”)

Re: Additional information for modifications to the US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and corridor
project (Des. No. 1901890; DHPA No. 27543)

Dear Mr. Coon:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108), 36 C.F.R.
Part 800, and the “Programmatic Agreement (PA) Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Indiana Department of
Transportation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer Regarding
the Implementation of the Federal Aid Highway Program In the State of Indiana,” the staff of the Indiana State Historic
Preservation Officer (“Indiana SHPO”) has reviewed your January 3, 2025 submission, that was received by our office on
the same day for this project in Washington and Lake Townships, Allen County, Indiana.

We note that the project has been modified. The revised plan for the northern tie-in to Flaugh Road will now construct a
roundabout in line with the existing Flaugh Road alignment at the northern Amazon driveway. A new Flaugh Road tie-in
will be provided as the western leg of the roundabout, with existing Flaugh Road as the northern leg, and Amazon’s two
driveways accessed via the eastern and southern legs of the roundabout. For US 30 westbound and eastbound bridges over
Seegar Ditch, the revised plan will extend the construction area to the west approximately 120 feet from the previous western
limit to accommodate placement of HMA Wedge & Level. At the intersection of Flaugh Road and California Road, the
planned roundabout will be shifted west approximately 45 feet from the previous alignment to reduce impacts on Suburban
Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School.

For the purposes of the Section 106 review of this federal undertaking, we continue to agree that the F. Wiehe Farm at 6534
Leesburg Road (IHSSI Site # 003-215-05015) is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (“NRHP”)
and it is the only historic property within the APE. We also agree that it will not be adversely affected by the undertaking.

Regarding the archaeological resources, we previously concurred that archaeological sites 12AL2314 to 12AL2316,
12A1.2340, 12AL2343 and 12AL2344 do not appear eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. Archaeological sites 12AL2341,
12AL2342 and 12AL.2345 extend beyond the limits surveyed. While the portions of these sites surveyed for this project are
unlikely to produce additional important information, the unsurveyed portions of sites 12AL2341, 12AL2342 and
12AL.2345 remain unevaluated for inclusion in the NRHP. The surveyed limits should be clearly marked so that unsurveyed
portions of these sites are avoided by all ground-disturbing project activities.

The DNR mission: Erotect, enhance, preserve and wisely‘ use nag{ral, www.IN.gov/DNR
cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of Indiana’s citizens
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Accordingly, we agree that INDOT’s January 18, 2024, Section 106 finding of “No Adverse Effect” on behalf of FHWA
still appears to be appropriate for this federal undertaking.

If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and -29) requires that the discovery be reported to the Indiana
SHPO within two (2) business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. Be advised that adherence to Indiana Code
14-21-1-27 and -29 does not obviate the need to adhere to applicable federal statutes and regulations, including but not
limited to 36 C.F.R. Part 800.

Regarding the Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran cemetery (CR-02-115), the project alignment bordering the cemetery does not
appear to have changed. Therefore, it does not appear a revised cemetery development plan (per IC 14-21-1-26.5) is
required.

The Indiana SHPO staff’s archaeological reviewer for this project is Beth McCord, and the structures reviewer is Chad
Slider. However, if you have a question about the Section 106 process, please contact initially the INDOT Cultural
Resources staff members who are assigned to this project.

In all future correspondence about the US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and corridor project in Washington Township, Allen
County (Des. No. 1901890), please refer to DHPA No. 27543.

Very truly yours,

=0 W

Beth K. McCord
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

BKM: CWS:cws

emc: Kari Carmany-George, FHWA
Matt Coon, INDOT
Susan Branigin, INDOT
Clint Kelly, INDOT
Scott Henley, SCJA
Heather Dewey, SCJA
Chad Slider, DHPA
Beth McCord, DHPA



ATTACHMENT G

Project Commitments



Environmental Commitments
As discussed in the FONSI request letter, several changes were made to the list of environmental
commitments after the EA was published. Briefly, the following changes were made:

FIRM

8.

Firm commitment regarding the Phase Il ESA was removed at the direction of INDOT SAM.
Archaeological site numbers were corrected in Firm Commitment #16.

Based on IDNR Construction in a Floodway permit conditions, one commitment was moved
from For Further Consideration to Firm and one new firm commitment was added.

Based on FHWA comments and the findings of the RFI, one new firm commitment was added
and the language of the firm commitments was revised to identify the party responsible for
carrying out each firm commitment.

Based on USEPA comments on the EA and INDOT’s review of the comments, 11 emissions-
related commitments were added to For Further Consideration.

For all firm commitments except AMMs specified by USFWS, the standard wording typically
used in the past has been modified to active voice where necessary to identify the party that
will carry out the commitment.

The project sponsor, INDOT, will notify school corporations and emergency services at least two
weeks prior to any construction activity that would block or limit access. Advance notification of
all new phases of the MOT will be provided to Arcola Volunteer Fire Department, Washington
Township Fire Department, Fort Wayne Fire Department, Allen County Sheriff, Fort Wayne
Police Department, Three Rivers Ambulance Authority, Fort Wayne Community Schools,
Northwest Allen County Schools, and Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran School. (INDOT ESD)

If the scope of work or permanent or temporary right-of-way amounts change, the General
Contractor will contact INDOT ESD and the INDOT District Environmental Section immediately.
(INDOT ESD and INDOT Fort Wayne District)

INDOT will mark Schaeffer Ditch (UNT 2 to Seegar Ditch) as “Do Not Disturb” on design plans
and the General Contractor will install temporary construction fencing to prevent impacts
during construction. (INDOT ESD)

INDOT will mark Wetlands A, C, E, Q, R, V, W, X, Y, AA, AC, AD, AE, AF, AG, AH, Al, AJ, AK, and AL
and portions of wetlands that are to be avoided as “Do Not Disturb” on design plans and the
General Contractor will install temporary construction fencing to prevent impacts to each of
these wetlands or portions of wetlands during construction. (INDOT ESD)

USFWS Bridge/Structure Assessment shall take place no earlier than two (2) years prior to the
start of construction. If construction will begin after August 20, 2026, the INDOT Project
Manager must arrange for a qualified individual to perform an inspection of the structure.
Inspection of the structure should check for presence of bats/bat indicators and/or presence of
birds. The results of the inspection must indicate no signs of bats or birds. If signs of bats or
birds are documented during this inspection, the INDOT Project Manager must contact the
INDOT District Environmental Manager immediately. (INDOT EPO)

General AMM 1. Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or
presumed bat habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental
commitments, including all applicable AMMs. (USFWS)

Lighting AMM 1. Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season.
(USFWS)

Lighting AMM 2. When installing new or replacing existing permanent lights, use downward-
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facing, full cut-off lens lights (with same intensity or less for replacement lighting); or for those
transportation agencies using the BUG system developed by the Illuminating Engineering
Society, the goal is to be as close to 0 for all three ratings with a priority of “uplight” of 0 and
“backlight” as low as practicable. (USFWS)

9. Tree Removal AMM 1. Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas,
alignments) to avoid tree removal. (USFWS)

10. Tree Removal AMM 2. Apply time of year restrictions for tree removal when bats are not likely
to be present, or limit tree removal to 10 or fewer trees per project at any time of year within
100 feet of existing road/ rail surface and outside of documented roosting/foraging habitat or
travel corridors; visual emergence survey must be conducted with no bats observed. (October
31 to April 1). (USFWS and IDNR-DFW)

11. Tree Removal AMM 3. Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans and
ensure that contractors understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g.,
install bright colored flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay
within clearing limits). (USFWS)

12. INDOT shall mitigate impacts to woodland/potential bat habitat at a minimum 2:1 ratio. (USFWS)

13. INDOT shall mitigate impacts to palustrine forested wetlands at a minimum 4:1 ratio. (USFWS)

14. If the Monarch butterfly is listed as either threatened or endangered prior to the construction of
the project, INDOT ESD will contact USFWS to discuss Section 7 consultation requirements for
this species. (USFWS)

15. If the tricolored bat is listed as either threatened or endangered prior to the construction of the
project, INDOT ESD will contact USFWS to discuss Section 7 consultation requirements for this
species. (USFWS)

16. INDOT will mark the surveyed limits of archaeological sites 12AL2341, 12AL2342, and
12AL2345 as “Do Not Disturb” on design plans and the General Contractor will install
temporary construction fencing to prevent impacts during construction. (INDOT CRO)

17. If, during any phase of the proposed project-related ground-disturbing activities, any human
remains are disturbed, the General Contractor must notify the INDOT Project Manager
immediately and must notify the Department of Natural Resources of the discovery within two
(2) business days, per IC 14-21-1-27. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. If human
remains or burials are discovered, the General Contractor will adhere to the relevant state
statutes, including IC 23-14, IC 14- 21-1, and 312 IAC 22. (INDOT CRO)

18. If, during any phase of the proposed project-related ground-disturbing activities, any artifacts or
burial objects are discovered, the General Contractor shall “immediately cease disturbing the
ground and the area within one hundred (100) feet of the artifact or burial object” and notify
the INDOT Project Manager, and the General Contractor will notify the Department of Natural
Resources within two business days, per IC 14-21-1-29. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646.
(INDOT CRO)

19. INDOT shall submit any proposed changes or modifications to the cemetery development plan
to the DHPA in writing for review and comment prior to implementation. (INDOT CRO)

20. The approved cemetery development plan is not transferable. (INDOT CRO)

21. INDOT will reevaluate the noise analysis during final design. If during final design it has been
determined that conditions have changed such that noise abatement is feasible and
reasonable, INDOT might provide the abatement measures. INDOT will make the final decision on
the installation of any abatement measure(s) upon the completion of the project’s final design
and the public involvement process. (INDOT EPO)
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22. Upon completion of the environmental document phase, the environmental preparer or
another member of the project team will provide the noise study directly to the county’s
planning unit. If the project is in a municipality that has a planning unit, the same party will
provide the noise study to the municipality’s planning unit. INDOT Environmental Services
Division shall be copied on this correspondence. (INDOT EPO)

23. The Contractor will adhere to all local construction noise ordinances, per INDOT Standard
Specification 107.01. (INDOT EPO)

24. In order to comply with the Allen County and City of Fort Wayne ADA Transition Plans, the
General Contractor will construct sidewalks and ramps within the project in accordance with
Proposed Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way (PROWAG)
regulations and standards. (City of Fort Wayne and Allen County Commissioners)

25. The INDOT Project Manager will coordinate with FAA at least 45 days prior to construction if any
object will exceed 200 feet in height regardless of location. (INDOT Aviation)

26. INDOT will add a right-turn-only drive to the project plans from the Suburban Bethlehem
Lutheran Church and School upper parking lot onto Flaugh Road. (INDOT ESD)

27. INDOT will add to the project plans a fence and trees to be installed along the ROW line of
California Road at the Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran School playground to provide additional
protection to the playground. (INDOT ESD)

28. In the project plans, INDOT will add flashing beacons to all school zone signs marking the
Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran School school zone. (INDOT ESD)

29. If arequest for Spanish-language support is received at any time through project construction,
including with regard to project signage, INDOT will accommodate the request. (INDOT ESD)

30. INDOT will coordinate with the IDEM Institutional Controls section before RFC regarding the
ERC placed on the North American Van Lines Inc/Sweetwater Sound property in the southwest
quadrant of the US 30 and Kroemer Road intersection. (INDOT SAM)

31. INDOT will make available in Spanish as well as English all advertisements, mailings, meeting
materials, and documents and text on the project website related to the public hearing or
public information, and all announcements (other than road signs) concerning construction .
INDOT will place any meeting advertisements and public information in both English-language
publications and Spanish-language publications, and if INDOT provides press releases to project-
area broadcast organizations then INDOT will include Spanish-language broadcast
organizations. INDOT will make Spanish-language translation available at the public hearing.
(INDOT EPO)

32. INDOT will modify project plans to specify use of use minimum average 6 inch graded riprap
stone extended below the normal water level to provide habitat for aquatic organisms in
the voids. (IDNR DFW)

33. INDOT will modify project plans to prohibit work in the waterway from April 1 through
June 30 without the prior written approval of the Division of Fish and Wildlife. (IDNR DFW)

34. INDOT will notify the Contractor of the presence of E. coli in Seegar Ditch and its unnamed
tributaries, the unnamed tributaries to Lowther Neuhaus Ditch, and Hitzeman Ditch within the
project area. The Contractor will encourage and facilitate worker use of protective measures
such as wearing appropriate PPE, observing proper hygiene procedures such as regular hand
washing, and limiting personal exposure. (INDOT ESD)

FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION
35. In addition to vegetation establishment, some additional level of bioengineered bank
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stabilization may be needed under certain circumstances (inability to regrade to a stable slope,
flow velocities that exceed the limits of vegetation alone, etc.). Combining vegetation with any of
the following bank stabilization methods can provide additional bank protection while not
compromising benefits to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources: geotextiles (heavy-duty net-free
biodegradable erosion control blankets and/or turf reinforcement mats), vegetated geogrids or
soil lifts, fiber rolls, glacial stone, or riprap. [205] (IDNR DFW)

36. Riprap must not be placed in the active thalweg channel or placed in the streambed in a manner
that precludes fish or aquatic organism passage (riprap must not be placed above the existing
streambed elevation). Riprap may be used only at the toe of the sideslopes up to the ordinary
high water mark (OHWM). The banks above the OHWM must be restored, stabilized, and
revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of grasses, sedges, wildflowers, shrubs, and trees
native to [site indicated] and specifically for stream bank/floodway stabilization purposes as
soon as possible upon completion. (IDNR DFW)

37. The new, replacement, or rehabbed structure should not create conditions that are less
favorable for wildlife passage under the structure compared to the current conditions. (IDNR
DFW)

38. Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum 2:1
ratio. If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting, replacement
should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area. Impacts to nonwetland forest under one (1) acre in an
urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, at least 2 inches in diameter-at-breast
height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10 inches dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation
based on the number of large trees). (IDNR DFW)

39. Do not excavate in the low flow area except for the placement of piers, foundations, and riprap,
or removal of the old structure. (IDNR DFW)

40. Do not construct any temporary runarounds, access bridges, causeways, cofferdams, diversions,
or pumparounds. (IDNR DFW)

41. For brand new crossings in areas that currently do not have a crossing, the new structure must
accommodate white-tailed deer passage where appropriate. Minimum structure dimensions for
white-tailed deer passage are 20 feet of width clearance (overall size of the structure span) and 8
feet of height clearance measured from the OHWM to the low chord elevation and where deer
passage is provided. For crossing replacements, the new structure must include wildlife passage
appropriate for the type of replacement structure being proposed. If the existing structure is
sized to accommodate white-tailed deer passage then it should be included in the design of the
new structure. If white tailed deer passage is not possible with the existing structure, deer
passage still needs to be considered in the design and at minimum the bank lines must be
restored within structures to allow for smaller wildlife passage above the ordinary high water
mark. All wildlife passage designs must include a smooth level pathway preferably 3 feet wide
but a minimum of 1-2 feet in width composed of natural substrate (soil, sand, gravel, etc.) or
compacted aggregate fill over riprap (#2, #53, #73, etc.) tied into existing elevations both
upstream and downstream. The stream crossing repairs or modifications, and any bank
stabilization under or around the structure, must not create conditions that are less favorable for
wildlife passage when compared to existing conditions. Upgrading wildlife passage for
rehabilitated/modified structures is encouraged whenever possible to improve wildlife/vehicle
safety. (IDNR DFW)

42. Limit operation of heavy equipment and other noisy procedures to daylight hours whenever
possible. (USEPA)
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43,
44,

45.
46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Install and maintain effective mufflers on equipment. (USEPA)

Locate equipment and vehicle staging areas as far away from noise sensitive areas as

practicable. (USEPA)

Limit unnecessary idling of equipment. (USEPA)

On-highway vehicles should meet, or exceed, the EPA exhaust emissions standards for model
year 2010 and newer heavy-duty, on-highway compression-ignition engines (e.g., long-haul
trucks, refuse haulers, shuttle buses, etc.). (USEPA)

Non-road vehicles and equipment should meet, or exceed, the EPA Tier 4 exhaust emissions
standards for heavy-duty, non-road compression-ignition engines (e.g., construction equipment,
non-road trucks, etc.). (USEPA)

Stabilize open storage piles and disturbed areas by covering and/or applying water or
chemical/organic dust palliative, where appropriate. This applies to both inactive and active
sites, during workdays, weekends, holidays, and windy conditions. (USEPA)

Install wind fencing and phase grading operations where appropriate and operate water trucks
for stabilization of surfaces under windy conditions. (USEPA)

When hauling material and operating non-earthmoving equipment, prevent spillage and limit
speeds to 15 miles per hour (mph). Limit speed of earth-moving equipment to 10 mph. (USEPA)
Reduce exposure through work practices and training, such as maintaining filtration devices and
training diesel-equipment operators to perform routine inspections. (USEPA)

Position the exhaust pipe so that diesel fumes are directed away from the operator and nearby
workers, reducing the fume concentration to which personnel are exposed. (USEPA)

Use enclosed, climate-controlled cabs pressurized and equipped with high-efficiency
particulate air (HEPA) filters to reduce the operators’ exposure to diesel fumes. Pressurization
ensures that air moves from inside to outside. HEPA filters ensure that any incoming air is
filtered first. (USEPA)

Use respirators, which are only an interim measure to control exposure to diesel emissions. In
most cases, an N95 respirator is adequate. Workers must be trained and fit-tested before they
wear respirators. Depending on the type of work being conducted, and if oil is present,
concentrations of particulates present will determine the efficiency and type of mask and
respirator. Personnel familiar with the selection, care, and use of respirators must perform the fit
testing. Respirators must bear a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health approval
number. (USEPA)

Construction emission reduction measures should be strictly implemented near homes, schools,
and playgrounds in order to be protective of children’s health. (USEPA)

Locate construction equipment and staging zones away from sensitive receptors and fresh air
intakes to buildings and air conditioners (USEPA).
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From: Washburn, Peter

To: Jennifer Miller

Cc: Adam Burns; Shelby Ingle

Subject: RE: US 30 Corridor, Des. No. 1901890 (lead) - O"Day Road plan sheets for Phase II evaluation
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 3:00:28 PM

Attachments: image001.png

External Message: This email was sent from someone outside of CMT. Please use caution
with links and attachments from unknown senders or receiving unexpected emails.

Jennifer -

I’ve researched historic imagery and public records pertaining to this site and found no
evidence related to a RCRA generating facility or a truck/tire manufacturing company.
The RFl reference stating, “The property’s listing agent indicated via phone conversation
that the facility’s former user was a truck and tire manufacturing company” may have
been misconstrued or improperly identified. Therefore, a Phase Il investigation is no
longer warranted for this site.

Please let me know if you need anything else.

Thanks!

Peter Washburn
Site Assessment & Management (SAM) Team Lead
Indiana Department of Transportation
100 North Senate Avenue N758 — Environmental Services Division
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
Cell: (317) 982-0912
Email: PWashburnl@indot.in.gov
FR
I= _
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From: Jennifer Miller <jkmiller@cmtengr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 11:48 AM

To: Washburn, Peter <PWashburn1@indot.IN.gov>

Cc: Adam Burns <aburns@cmtengr.com>; Shelby Ingle <sringle@cmtengr.com>

Subject: US 30 Corridor, Des. No. 1901890 (lead) - O'Day Road plan sheets for Phase Il evaluation

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email was sent from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when clicking links, opening attachments or taking further action, before validating its
authenticity.
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Hi Pete,

As you requested, attached please find plan and profile sheets for the proposed work at the
O’Day Road overpass over US Route 30. These sheets should be sufficient for you to
understand the extent of the work on the property in the northeast quadrant of the
intersection, but please let me know if you require additional information. We will await your
evaluation before finalizing the project commitments.

Thanks,
Jennifer

JENNIFER MILLER | Senior Environmental Scientist

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly | Engineers & Consultants
7777 Washington Village Drive, Suite 270 | Dayton, OH 45459

w 937.701.6583 | jkmiller@cmtengr.com
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Appendix C

DNR Indiana Department Eric Holcomb, Governor
of Natural Resources Daniel W. Bortner, Director

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology - 402 W. Washington Street, W274 - Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739 ﬂ‘
Phone 317-232-1646 - Fax 317-232-0693 - dhpa@dnr.IN.gov - "g 'Y
]
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AND ARCHAEOLOGY
May 24, 2023

Heather Dewey

Cultural Resource Associate
SJCA Inc.

9102 N. Meridian Street, Suite 200
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260

Federal Agency: Indiana Department of Transportation (“INDOT”),
on behalf of Federal Highway Administration, Indiana Division (“FHWA”)

Re: Second addendum phase la archaeological reconnaissance survey report (Smith, 4/4/2023) and
second addendum HPR (Dewey 5/2023) for the US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and corridor
project (Des. No. 1901890; DHPA No. 27543)

Dear Ms. Dewey:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108), 36 C.F.R.
Part 800, and the “Programmatic Agreement (PA) Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Indiana Department of
Transportation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer Regarding
the Implementation of the Federal Aid Highway Program In the State of Indiana,” the staff of the Indiana State Historic
Preservation Officer (“Indiana SHPO”) has reviewed INDOT’s May 3, 2023 cover letter, and SJCA Inc.’s May 3, 2023
review request submittal form which enclosed the aforementioned reports, received by our office the same day for this
project in Washington and Lake Townships, Allen County, Indiana.

The expanded area of potential effects (“APE”) proposed in the Second Addendum to the Historic Property Report (“Second
Addendum HPR”; Dewey, 5/2023) appears to be of adequate size to encompass the geographic area in which direct and
indirect effects of this nature could occur for the revised project. As a result of the expanded investigations, no additional
resources have been recommended eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (“NRHP”).

For the purposes of the Section 106 review of this federal undertaking, we continue to agree that the F. Wiehe Farm at 6534
Leesburg Road (IHSSI Site # 003-215-05015) is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and it is
the only historic property within the APE.

Regarding the archaeological resources, based upon the submitted information and the documentation available to the staff
of the Indiana SHPO, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, as expressed in the submitted archaeological
reconnaissance survey report (Smith, 4/4/2023), that sites 12AL2340, 12AL2343 and 12AL 2344 do not appear eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP and no further archaeological investigations are necessary.

There is insufficient information to determine whether or not archaeological sites 12AL2341, 12AL2342 and 12AL 2345
are eligible for inclusion in the NRHP as the site boundaries map extend beyond the limits surveyed. However, it appears
that the potion of these sites within the project area are not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. The surveyed limits should

The DNR mission: Protect, enhance, preserve and wisely use natural, www.IN.goleNR
cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of Indiana’s citizens
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be clearly marked so that unsurveyed portions of the site are avoided by all ground-disturbing project activities. If the project
boundaries should change at these site locations, further archaeological investigations will be necessary to delineate the site
boundaries and provide an evaluation for inclusion in the NRHP. Further archaeological investigations must be conducted
in accordance with the “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation”
(48 F.R. 44716).

Thank you for submitting the archaeological site survey forms for sites 12AL2340 to 2345 to SHAARD. They have been
approved.

If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and -29) requires that the discovery be reported to the DNR-
DHPA within two (2) business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. Be advised that adherence to Indiana Code
14-21-1-27 and -29 does not obviate the need to adhere to applicable federal statutes and regulations, including but not
limited to 36 C.F.R. Part 800.

Regarding the Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran cemetery (CR-02-115), we agree that a cemetery development plan should be
submitted for review (per IC 14-21-1-26.5) prior to construction.

The Indiana SHPO staff’s archaeological reviewer for this project is Beth McCord, and the structures reviewer is Chad
Slider. However, if you have a question about the Section 106 process, please contact initially the INDOT Cultural
Resources staff members who are assigned to this project.

In all future correspondence about the US 30 at Flaugh Interchange and corridor project in Washington Township, Allen
County (Des. No. 1901890), please refer to DHPA No. 27543.

Very truly yours,

/%JM%%

Beth K. McCord
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

BKM:CWS:BKM:cws

emc: Heather Dewey, SICA Inc.
Heather Dewey, SICA Inc.
Scott Henley, SICA Inc.
Karen Wood, SICA Inc.
Matt Coon, INDOT
Susan Branigin, INDOT
Clint Kelly, INDOT
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